THE  SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

the men then applied another similar scourge to
their own backs, with great effect, amid shouts
of " Kailang Maharaj ki jai I " (Victory to the
great King Kailang). Then, all being ready,
the victim (a ram) was led out, and having shown,
by shivering, that it was acceptable to the deity,
its head was struck off. The body was imme-
diately lifted up by several men, and the chela,
seizing upon it, drank the blood as it spouted from
the neck, amid renewed shouts of " Kailang
Maharaj ki jai 1" The carcase was thrown down
upon the ground, and the head, with a burning
coal upon it, placed before the threshold of the
temple. The dancing was then renewed, and
became more violent, until the chela gasped out
"Kailang aya" (Kailang has come). All then
became silent, and the prophet announced
that the sacrifice was accepted, and that the
season would be favourable. This was received
with a storm of shouts of " Kailang Maharaj ki
jai!" and the chela sank down upon the ground
exhausted. Water was poured over him, and
he was vigorously fanned till he showed signs of
revival. The assembly then began to disperse.
Kailang Nag is one of the deities, to whom
human sacrifices are said to have been offered
in former days. There are many temples, in the
Himalaya, at which human beings are said to
have been offered, in times of drought and
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